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This kit includes: a premade 

wooden box with hinged lid 

and latch, solar battery 

charger #698, double sided 

foam tape, 2 - AA NiMH 

rechargeable batteries, Sound 

Module (You are my Sunshine) 

with wires, wire nuts,  screw 

driver set, wire 

stripper/cutters, soldered wire 

lead in battery compartment 

for sound module, predrilled 

hole in lid for wires.   

Instructions:  

1. Adjust the wire stripper using the screwdriver so that the screw lines up with the 5th mark from 

the handle. Hold the nut with your finger to keep it in place while tightening the screw with the 

screwdriver.  If the screw/nut is too tight, you might need a pair of pliers or small wrench to 

loosen the nut.  [You might have received a different looking wire cutter/stripper. If so, try the 

#20 (0.5mm) grove to strip the wires] 

2. Peel the silver sticker off the back of the solar battery charger and place on the inside lid of the 

wooden box for future reference.  Peel the Product label off the lid and put somewhere on the 

inside of the box. 

 

3. Lift the plastic cover of the solar panel out of its sockets, 

freeing it from the base of the battery charger. Gently 

pull on the white/black wire that disappears into the 

base.  Pull wire until it stops, snug, or until there is about 

6-7” of exposed wire.  
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4. Using the wire cutter/strippers, cut the wire at about the midpoint, or ~ 3” from the base.  

5. Pry the clear plastic cover off the solar panel using a flat tip in your screwdriver set.  See picture for best 

location.  Using the screwdriver, scrape any wood fragments in the wire hole on the lid.  

 

6. Place half a square of double-side foam tape in each corner on the back of the black plastic tray 

holding the solar panel and a full square in the middle.  

7. Thread the white/black wire through the hole in the lid, remove the protective paper on the 

foam tape and press the solar panel securely in place.  Try to align the panel so that the edges 

are parallel with the box edges.  

 
[Lower Left] Solar Panel with black tray aligned and securely attached. [Lower Right] Panel, without the black 

tray is an option. Your choice. 

  

8. Remove the tilt stand on the back of the battery charger using the small Philips head tip of your 

screwdriver set.  This will help the battery charger sit flat inside the box.  
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9. Place a square of foam tape in each corner, and one in the middle, of the back of the battery 

charger, as shown.  

10. With a pair of scissors trim the paper around the Sound Module so that it fits on the bottom of 

‘D’ cell channel.  

 
 

11. Connect the red wires by twisting them together in a clockwise motion, then cover the 

connection with a blue wire nut and twist the wire nut in a clockwise motion until it is snug. 

Test by pulling gently on the wire nut to make sure it’s secure.  If not, try again.  Repeat with 

the Black wires. For the Electronic sound module, polarity is important, so make sure that the 

red wire from the sound goes to the red wire on the battery charger, and similar with the black 

wires.  

 
12. Place the AA rechargeable batteries in the AA channel of the battery charger, as shown.  
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13. Place the battery charger in the box with the 

white/black wires toward the side where the wires 

are coming through the lid.  Strip ~ 3/8” of the 

insulation off of each wire, from the lid, and from 

the battery charger.  Twist the matching wires 

together and cap with a wire nut.   

14. Ready to test it out.  Take it outdoors or to a 

window.  Slide the switch on the battery to D, and 

hear the music play.  This confirms that your 

circuits are all connected.  If it doesn’t play, 

recheck all your wire connections and make sure 

the switch is toward D.   

 

15. Utilize the Battery Charger.  Place the Solar Music Box + Battery Charger in a window in the sun, 

or outdoors in direct sunlight. Slide the switch to AA and the batteries will get a slow trickle 

charge, so they’re ready to use when you need them.  

16. Decorate the box.  Place the Solar Schoolhouse sticker on the bottom or somewhere inside the 

box, if desired.  Consider Painting the box with a ‘Solar’ Design and message.  Share a picture of 

your design at https://www.solarschoolhouse.org/musicbox698  


